
         

De-LIB-erate Conference 2019 
Where: “The Balcony’ - Shelly Beach Surf Club, Shelly Beach Rd, Shelly Beach, Bateau 
Bay, Central Coast NSW 

Time: 9.00am-5.15pm 

Price: $195.00 includes morning tea/lunch 

Bookings: molly@dteps.com.au 

 

PROGRAM 

9.00am -9.15am: Registrations 

9.15am -9.30am: Welcome, acknowledgement and ponderings (from children) 

9.30am - 11.00am: Session 1: Social Justice and Documentation – Jennifer Ribravoski  

11.00am – 11.15: break – coffee and endless views of the waves of Shelly Beach. 

11.15am – 12.45pm: Session 2: Social Justice and Behaviour – Rebecca Thompson 

12.45pm -1.45pm: lunch – bar open, breath taking views from private outdoor balcony 

1.45pm – 2.30pm: Q&A session Sessions 1&2 

2.30pm-4.00pm: Session 3: Social Justice and Environments – Molly Rhodin 

4.00pm-4.45pm: Q&A session Session 3, with all three presenters 

4.45pm5.15pm – Optional – networking and farewell drinks 

 

 

     

  
 

  

Completing the de-LIB-erate Conference will 
contribute 5 hours and 30 minutes of NSW Education 
Standards Authority (NESA) Registered PD 
addressing 6.22 and 7.22 from the Australian 
Professional Standards for Teachers towards 
maintaining Proficient Teacher Accreditation in NSW. 



About the presenters: 

 
Jennifer Ribarovski is the Managing Director of JR Education Consulting Services. 
She has over thirty years’ experience in the education and care sector, including 
playing a key role in the implementation of the NQF for both the NSW Regulatory 
Authority and ACECQA. Jen has taught in preschools, early childhood centres, 
public schools and at universities and has a wealth of experience in translating 
educational theory into practice. Along with her consulting practice, she currently 
teaches at and provides consultancy services to Sydney University in both the 
undergraduate and postgraduate early childhood degree. Jen delivers professional 
development and consultancy services both nationally and internationally and is a 
highly sought-after presenter and consultant, but is most proud of being a ‘squishy 
grandma’; a title bestowed on her by a four-year-old child in an education and care 
centre. 
 
Abstract 
Documentation of children’s learning is both a key requirement of the National 
Quality Framework and an essential teaching and learning tool. Critical reflection is 
also a concept that features in the National Quality Framework, and is a principle 
that educator’s draw on in curriculum planning. Demonstrating critical reflection in 
documentation of children’s learning can bring issues of social justice and equity to 
the forefront. In this session, we will consider how these different ideas can come 
together through a lens of social justice and equity, and position this as both a 
regulatory requirement and as a key contributor to a more equitable future, and a 
humane and just society. 
 

 
Rebecca Thompson (M E.d) is a supportive and inspirational mentor who is the 
principle consultant of Stone & Sprocket an education consultancy and nature 
programs business on the Central Coast of NSW, Australia. 
 With a wealth of experience that spans across 20 years in a variety of; early 
childhood, early intervention, primary school and adult learning environments, 
Rebecca prides herself with a long standing commitment to advocacy on the right for 
every child to access high quality education. This commitment has seen her involved 



action research and improvement of quality education for children from 
disadvantaged backgrounds. 
 More recently Rebecca works with schools and services in her local community to 
bring new light to children’s behaviour and the way this is supported through 
inclusive practice. She is well known for her holistic, caring but technical approach in 
getting to the root of the problem. Rebecca developed an analogy on behaviour that 
is used widely across the country to train teams on building a climate of 
professionalism.  
 
Abstract 
In the early childhood profession, we are now aware that when children display 
behaviour that is challenging they are communicating with us. Acknowledging 
behaviour as communication is a good step toward viewing children as whole and 
not simply an empty vessel to fill. There are however further considerations to 
behaviour guidance and inclusive practice at large that have an impact on all 
stakeholders sense of belonging. Rebecca will guide you through an analogy of what 
to consider when responding to children's behaviour by digging deeper to nourish the 
root systems that are our pedagogical decisions, the child's culture and physical 
make up and not simply watering the leaves with our words.  

 

 

Molly Rhodin is an outside the circle thinker, consultant, teacher, trainer and social 
justice advocate. Proudly involved in the education sector for 30 years, she has 
worked in Government roles, adult teaching, teaching and executive leadership. 
Molly has ridden, challenged, adapted and created waves of change affecting 
practice at all levels. Known for her practical, energetic and highly entertaining 
teaching and professional development, Molly creates and inspires thousands of 
educators, teachers and leaders through her popular consultancy business, Down to 
Earth Practical Solutions 

Abstract 
Molly’s session will provide visual depictions and samples of critical reflections and 
children’s voices, on and for learning environments that have transformed practice 
and have evoked change for a more equitable future. 

This very practical session (with some predictable Molly stories of social justice 
sprinkled in), will ensure you walk away with visual tools, reflections and inspiration 
to offer to your workplace for robust discussion. 

 

 


